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‘The word mosque means iterilly the place where men 
nes! down’, The mosque is a place for praying. On 
Fridays and festivals this is done communally. while on 
‘other days people pray individually. Beside this, the 
‘mosque is a meeting place and a teaching centre for 
Inlamic learning, 


The very first mosque was in the courtyard of 
‘Muhammed house in Medina. A great many mosques - 
though certainly not all of them — have an inner courtyard 
containing a fountain for the ritual woshing which 
precedes the act of prayer. Some alto have a garden 
Adjoining this is a covered section for prayer, which will 
contain a mibvab, oF preyer niche. often richly decorated. 
This points to the black stone of the Kaaba in Mecca, 

‘and thereby shows the direction in which to face when 
praying, The mihrab symbolizes the gateway into the 
very presence of God and thus into Paradise. A secon 
holy artribute of the mosque is the minbar an elaborately 
decorated pulpit which has the shape of athrane, 


Normally a lamp it hung in the minrab, whose light 
symbolizes the presence of Allah, 


The floor inthe mosque is covered with carpets, upon 
which men kneel in prayer. These prayer carpets gener 
ally have @ woven decoration showing a niche cantaming 
lamp and sometimes a vase of lowers This symbolizes 
the garden of Paradise which the righteous will enter 
‘when they leave this world and join the other world of 
God. 


Mosques are usually beautifully decorated, both on the 
Inside and outside. Almost al the large mosques have 
cone or two minarets, which are towers from which 
believers are summoned to daily prayer. Generally, the 
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‘Once in thet Bvex Muslims, provided they have the 
means and are fit, should make a pilgrimage tothe city 
‘of Macca. The pilgrim undertakes this journey, called = 
haf, including a visit to the haly places mentioned in 
connection with the prophets Ibrahim (Abraham) and 
‘Muhammad. Mecca is the birthplace of Muhammad and 
the ety where he began preaching in about 610, 1n 630, 
‘when the prophet gained control of the city, he puritied 
the ancient temple complex from its idolatrous images 
and dedicated it to Allah, 


The holiest abject in Mecca the Kaaba, a rectangular 
bullaing which Muslims all over the world turn to face 
when praying. According to Islamic tradition the Kaaba 
was built by Adam, the first prophet. Later on, Ibrahim 
and his son tsma‘iel (Ishmael), who is the forefather ofall 
‘Arabs, are said to have rebuilt it alter the fall, Set in one 
corner of the Kaaba is the Black Stone, which All 

sont down out of heaven 


The Kaaba, which has one door, is covered with a black 
cloth called the Kiswo. The Kiswa, replaced each year, has 
a band beautifully embroidered in gold and silver thread 
with the creed and verses trom the Qur'an. 


The haly shrine stands empty, But inside a few oe 


silver lamps burn, symbolizing the presence of God 
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Fragment of the Kiswa Panel from the Nisam 


For Muslims, the words that God spoke to the prophet 
Muhammad are sacred. The Qur'an, which contains ll the 
‘revelations to the prophet, it iterally the Word of God 


which descended from heaven to earth. This endows the 
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Fer Muslims, the haly book the Qur‘an (in Arabic the 
word qur'an means ‘the reading aloud’) isthe grestest 
wonder that Allah has bestowed upon hun 
What God revealed to Muhammad was handed on by 

1¢ prophet in his sermons, According to some traditions 


kin 


these were already written down i his tet 
others state that this only occurred later unde the 
Firat wlarnc caliphs 


The Qur'an is divided into 114 chapters, called wura 


These always bear a name that i derived from the 


contents of the sura itself and generally occurs only in 
that chapter, such as the word Cow (Sura: 
Smoke (44), Sand Dunes (48) and Elephant (1 


Spider (2 


Esch sure in dvi > verses, called ayes. The number 


of ayos in a sura deter 10 oF less their order of 


angesst, which has 286 


verses, stands at the beginning of the book, while the 
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Kursi, a chest te hold the Qur'an 


For many Muslims the world ofthe spi 


prevent, and some strove for a mystical 
divine. The followers of thi 
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In the ancient islamic legal code, 


the decoration of a tomb or grave it prohibited. It was 
permitted to marka grave with #stone or a piece of 
wood, but not to give the name of the buried 


Nevertheless, there is olong tradition af decorating 


graves with corved stone, often with werses from the 


Qur'an and even the name of the dead person, and alist 


of his or her good deeds. Mausoleurs w 


erected for high-placed officials and ts! 


despite the commandment that graves shoul sta 


open under the sky The most renowned 


monuments are the Taj Mahal in Agra (nc 
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The Arabic word for Paradise, djanns, also means garden’ 
Jndsed. in the Qur'an the description of Paradise is of a 
hunuriant groen garden where trees offer delightful 
shade, and whose branches bear at the same tme sweet 
scented blossom and plentiful rips trult. In this garden 
stream rivers of water, milk, honey, and wine - which 
doesn’t make men drunk. Enrobed in costly garments, 
the righteous lie upon couches, enjoying endless feasts 
in the presence of beautiful virgins. Handsome boys, 
forever young, serve ther from alver and crystal bowls 
and wash them from beakers of ginger scented wel 
Therein idle chit-chat 
greetings and blessings 


the only words heard are 


he dweller in the Arabian desert, 


mely attractive, Gradually the 
picture of Paradise became the most praminent theme 


in islamic preaching 
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Paradise, which ate promised to the righteous, the 


appar to be purely physical but are in act spirit 


describe in earthly terms the 


Indeed, beautiful objects in everyday Ile served the same 


purpose, Like the desc: nly gardens 


they represent aspects of ahigher lite, Earthly beouty is 


This explains why Paradise i @ major them 
Each ornamentation derived from a pl 
costly objects made from rock crystal, gold andl liv 


bronze, glass, ceramics or textile are alla pr 


the heavenly glory to be found in Paradive. Not 


always laid out with care and devotion, are @ prom 
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